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Gwen (Baalim; Holland, 
2425 Abbott St. , 
Kelowna, B.C. 

Dear M.B.S. Alumnae: 

Sorry I can't be with you ail, to join in the fun, but will 
be there in spirit anyway . 

It's hard to pack twenty-five years into a few paragraphs, 
but here is a summary since leaving M.E.S. 



1939-42: 


Taught at the Y.W. in London, Ont. Met George 
Holland and was married Aug. 19/42 at home in 
Lethbridge, (Dieppe Day;. 


1942-45: 


Travelled back and forth across Canada -while George 
was in the Army as a n leu tenant in the Artillery . 
Returned to nondon from Halifax and had our lirst 
daughter, Anne Irene, on April il/45. 


1945-47: 


Settled down in our first home, with George back in 
the corrugated box industry. I had a nice part time 
job teaching P.E. at Central Coliegiate. (Who said 
an M.E.S. grad couldn't teach in High Schools?) 


1947-54: 


Moved to Calgary, one of my favorite cities, where 
Mary Elisabeth was born on May 4/49, and George Roland 
(Geordie; was born on March 27/55. 


1955-57: 


Moved to Vancouver, where George was transferred by 
the Powell River Company. Had some nice get-togethers 
with Dorothy Barber Lupton. 


1957-56: 


Moved to Saskatoon, and enjoyed the beautiful city 
and friendly people very much. 


1956-64: 


Back to British Columbia and the lovely Okanagan 
Valley, where George decided to get into business on 
his own, in the place we both wanted to live. Kelowna 
is a beautiful city (13,000 population) and we are 
very happy here. George has the B.C. Franchise for 
Tastee-Freez Drive-in Restaurants, 12 now operating. 



Kelowna is a Four-Season Playground, We ski aii winter and into 
Spring at an elevation of 7500 feet on Big White Mountain, only 
40 miles from our home. We swim, fish, water ski, or cruise on 
Okanagan Lake, 70 miles long. Golfing sometimes u y to Christmas 
on an excellent 16 hole course, ana while I love the game, am 
not too good at it. (I must sound like the Chamber oi Commerce, 
but it's aii true.; 
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* 



I am much busier in Community tfork here than in other citips 
Hospital Auxiliary work is the most time consuming end t 
just completed my term as President. This wee* is our bluest 
project, the ‘'Annual Blossom Fair" held on the Hosuitax 
grounds. *A r e work hard from January to May, organising Fifteen 
different booths, and expect to make over f 2,000 (M? excuse 

for being late with this letter.; W excuse 



Xc* 

a keep Fit Class lor an hour each week at the Kelowna Yacht 
Club. Have also been doing volunteer teaching at the School 
for Retarded Children, which is very challenging work T have 
a class of 15 girls and women, ranging in age from 7 to 52 7 
Sure would appreciate some ideas on lesson plans for such a 
group. Good old “Dorothy La Salle" dances are the most popular 
activity, also relays, tumbling exercises and bail games. 









Wow for a bit about the children. Anne, 13, is 5'9“ and has 
just finished her first term at U.B.C., (Secondary Education) 

She is an accomplished rider, and has her own Jumper Hunter Mare 
A good speed swimmer and teaches at playgrounds. She has tne 
high-jump record for Interior B.C. High Scnools and starred on 
the Basketball team. 



Mary at 15 is 5*8“ and is also a good rider. She loves basket- 
ball and swims well, but is not keenly competitive. She pj.ays 
the violin in tne Junior High School orchestra, and is our best 
student. 



Geordie, at 11, is starting to shoot up. He's very active and 
stays on the skinny side. He loves science, skiing, baseball, 
footbc.llj belongs to the Cubs and puts up with piano lessons. 
George is 6' 5", so I must expect the kids to be tail. 

I have rambled on long enough, so will stop all this and wish 
you all the best for another twenty-five years. (Let's hold 
the 50th Reunion in Kelowna!; 



Love to ail of you. 




Gwen Baalim Holland. 





Dear M.E.S. Amies: 



Those happy years of 1937 - 19391 25 years ago! - It 

seems impossible, but my thoughts return to those wonderful 
days at Margaret Eaton - the friends we made - our guiding staff- 
happy days - carefree days - 

After leaving school, and in the fall of 1939, I accepted 
a position m th the Y.M.C.A. in New Westminster as Girls* 
Secretary. This was quite a challenge as a Y.W.C.A. had ceased 
to exist, and they were setting up a Girls* and Women* s Program 
with the Y.M.C.A. Also that fall of © urse, war broke out, and 
in 1940 I went to Vernon, B.C., where I was on staff at a school 
set up for Lady Patricia Eden. Lady Eden had originally headed 
a school in England, but at the outbreak of war she brought 
about 25 children to Canada. She is the sister-in-law of Sir 
Anthony Eden, and was most charming, as were the children, all 
of whom came from very wealthy families, and a few of ih om were 
titled. Unfortunately, Lady Eden was most unhappy, and did not 
make friends with the people of Vernon, who were extremely kind 
to her, and the following year she moved the entire school to 
Quebec, but none of the staff followed. 

After this, I returned to Vancouver to take a Secretarial 
Course, and when this was completed, I w> rked for an Insurance 
Company until I was married in May of 1947. 

My husband Dick, is from Regina, and I met him while doing 
Voluntary Service Work at the Officers* s Club in Vancouver, 
during the war. He was a Pilot with the R.C.A.E. We lived in 
Vancouver for 9 years, and then built this home where we now 
live in South Burnaby. Lick is the Distri: t Auditor with the 
Unemployment Inarance Commission, in New Westminster. 
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We hare two children - a girl and a boy, Donalda iB 14-^ 
and is finishing Grade 9. She is very talented in Art and Writing 
and makes many of her own clothes. She likes sports* but is not 
an active participant. She hopes to become a Secondary School 
Teacher. Douglas will be 13 in July* and is also doing very well 
at school, finishing Grade 7 this year. He is exceptionally 
talented in Art, and is also our sport enthusiast - every minute 
of his spare time being spent at some activity. He feels he 
will go into automative engineering. 

Dick and I are both into Community Work - I have worked 
with the PTA and served on the executive for several years. 

Dick is very active with the Boy Scouts, serving now as Treasurer 
for the District. He was also ni th the Heserve R.C.A.F. for 
12 years as Staff Officer - Accounts Branch, until its 
disbandment this Spring. We both bowl, but that is about the 
extent of our physical activities, although next year we hope 
to curl as well. 



A year ago, I had the opportunity of a part time job, so 
now I am wo rking in an Insurance office, Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings from 9-1. It does not interfere with oot^home 
life, but really keeps me on the go more than ever before. 

it very pfe asant. 



Without going into too much detail, this brings you up to 
date on M my life". I am most anxious now to hear from all the 
others. I will certainly be thinking of all of you, ana only 
wish that it was possible for me to be present too. Please 
remember me to all the girls, and to the Staff. 
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REDEEMER 



UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 



The Margaret Eaton School Digital Collection is a not-for-profit 
resource created in 2014-2015 to assist scholars, researchers, 
educators, and students to discover the Margaret Eaton School 
archives housed in the Peter Turkstra Library at Redeemer University 
College. Copyright of the digital images is the property of Redeemer 
University College, Ancaster, Canada and the images may not be 
copied or emailed to multiple sites without the copyright holder's 
express written permission. However, users may print, download, or 
email digital images for individual non-commercial use. To learn 
more about this project or to search the digital collection, go to 
http://libguides.redeemer.ca/mes. 




